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Synopseis

On Rapia, depolate island in the South Seas, lives Elsa Melton with

Jimmy, her husband, who is assistant manager of the trading station, Elea
known as the prettiest woman in the South Seas, 1s bitter and disillu-

seioned with island 1life - knowing that what with loneliness, the scorching
ein, and other features of tropic life, early hagdom will be her lot, as %t
is the lot of the native women, McMasters, bestial derelict, manager of

the ptation, covets Elsa's white skin andfiir body - and she knowe he is
ready to "get her® at the first chance, Jimmy ies unaware of this -~ and
uneympe thetic with Elsa'e plight, After & tiff with Elsa, Jimmy eterte on a
short cea trip, but is caught in & sudden typhoon. On the island there is

& night of terror - with McMastere pursuing Elsa, who, in terrified thoughts
of Jimmy &t sea in the shorm, swoons on the beach, Here ehe iz found at dawn
by Hsuasmx Philip Hichens, wealthy yachtsman, who from deliricus remarks
dropped by Elsa, understands her situation, He takes her awey on his yzcht,
Hichens ie & wold in sheepls clothing - and, while treating Elsa to luxurious
ettentions, and appeering a kindly gentleman to her, he schemes ageinst re-
turning her to the island, by giving her a feke radio saying J was drownel
Elsa, in egonized grief, remembers the menace of McMasters - an Hiche .
ens not to return her to Rapia, He offers to take her to San Francisco, and
Elsa gratefully accepts, Jimmy, meanwhile, has safely from the

etorm, and gets back to Rapia, where he learns of Elsa's mysterious departure
on t:ht yl:hc;. He mm:-‘: b tmdagom. vow to ;111 ﬁu should ghe
returm, Hichens, an at rogression of gentlemanly attenw
tions, wins into Elsa's confidence and lgm. Though she does not cease to
think of J » when Hansen proposes marriage, suggests a dozen good ressons
why it is advisable for her sake, and when she spays she does not love him,
offers to await consummation until she does - Elsa accepte, They are married
by Captain on the yacht, They stop in Honolulu, then on to San Frencisco,
Hichens, one night, mad with repressed ddsire, gete Elsa to agree that he has
waited long en - and she surrenders to him, Months pass, Elsa is dis- |
illusioned, and sen stands revealed as & rotter, He tells Elesa the ¢
whs a fake, and that radio about Jimmy was & fake, HNlea knows Jimmy may sti

be alive, Hichens wants to leave her, but Elsa insists he shall take her to

her home in Australia where she can hide and forget, Passing near Rapia, they
see Jimmyts boat going out, and thinking he is not on the island, Esmm Hichem
humors Elsats wil t’““ that she be landed there for just & few minutes -- ©
see the old, dear familiar objects, A strong emotional climex develops, &s
Jimmy finde Hichens, €onfronts Blsa with and says he is going to make

them live together under his observation, Jimmy, they learn, is now maneger
his assistant was in the outgoing boat, Elsa refuses to #ay with Hichens,
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Island Wives : 2

Lester, Jimmy's assistant enters, recognizes Hichens ss the man who seduced
his wife and caused her death, Gives Hichens & gun to shoot himself, not
deeming him worthy of killing., Hichens treacherously grabs the gun, dut 4
Jimmy is quicker with his gun and shoots Hichens in the arm, Hichens, mad
with pain and fear, flees, to the beach, pursued by Lester and Jimmy, Elea
remains in the cabin, emotionally spent, and with hopeless prospecte, Hichens
in frenzy to escape the wrath of the two men he has wronged, plunges into
the surf to swim to yacht - but is the victim of & shark, Jimmy xsmimxx
returns to the cabin, Else is at the door, There is awkwardness between
them, Else striving to explain her innocence in the whole affair, Jimmy -
nodding dully., He mk allows Elsa to walk hopelessly away, but Lester, with
finer understanding, comes along, persuades J not to allow his wife to
be & wreck, and Jimmy goes after Elsa, He overtakes her at a little didtance
from the cabin, and there they pledge anew their love, And with bright
prospects, for Jimmy has been assigned to permanent station in Sydney,
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